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Nobles, Ladies, and Friends,

As we pass the halfway mark of the year, I am grateful for all that we have accomplished together
thus far. From our well-attended Stated Meetings to the many parades, fundraisers, and social
gatherings, the enthusiasm and commitment of our members have kept Aahmes Shrine strong and
vibrant. Each event has been a reminder of the fellowship we share and the important mission that
unites us.

I encourage each Noble to stay engaged as we move into the final months of this Shrine year. One
of the best ways to experience the full joy of Shrinedom is by joining a Club or Unit—or even starting
a new one. The fellowship, camaraderie, and opportunities to serve are invaluable. Please take a
moment to review the flyer included later in this newsletter for a list of existing clubs and units and
information on how you can get more involved.

There are still many exciting events ahead in the coming months. I hope you will join us for the
September Stated Meeting, our always-enjoyable weekend in Fort Bragg, and the upcoming Official
Visit in Modesto in November. These gatherings are wonderful opportunities to strengthen
friendships, celebrate our work together, and represent Aahmes Shrine with pride.

In addition, I ask for your continued support of the Potentate’s and First Lady’s special projects –
The BikeFit Program and the Rehabilitation & Therapy Program at Shriners Children’s Northern
California - as well as the Aahmes Transportation Fund. These contributions directly impact our
ability to help children and their families receive the specialized care provided by Shriners
Children’s. Your generosity ensures that our mission continues for generations to come.

The most valuable commodity we all have is our time. With that, I am asking for all Nobles and their
ladies/spouses to participate in the support of other Masonic bodies. There is so much to gain from
participating in these concordant and appendant bodies. You only get out what you put in, so
participate!

Thank you for your dedication to Aahmes Shrine. Together, we are honoring our traditions, building
for the future, and keeping the needs of the children we serve at the heart of all we do.

Yours in the faith,
Leo F. Bautista, Potentate
FBO (For the Benefit of the) Children





BikeFit
2025 Shriners Children’s

For the ninth consecutive summer, Shriners
Children’s Northern California transformed its
parking circle into a training course where patients
experienced the life-changing joy of riding
adaptive bikes. Thanks to generous community
support, BikeFit 2025 set a new participation
record with 35 graduates – each receiving a
custom trike and the priceless gift of
independence.

“BikeFit is one of the most amazing programs at
Shriners Children's Northern California,” said
Senior Director of Philanthropy Alan Anderson.
“It's an opportunity we have to help kids be
independent on trikes. This would not be possible
without our generous donors.”

Pedaling Toward Possibility
For six weeks, patients practiced on trikes
customized with:

Easy-steer handlebars and hand brakes
Adjustable seats and trunk supports
Safety flags and personalized accessories

Physical therapists and volunteers – including
Sacramento State physical therapy students and
Sacramento police officers – guided riders
through chalk-drawn courses, building skills
through repetition and celebration.

“The program means so much to me as a physical
therapist because I get to see the independence,
the strength, the camaraderie that this program
brings.

It's a whole community endeavor.” said Laura van
Houtryve, BikeFit coordinator and Shriners
Children’s Northern California physical therapist.
“It's really amazing to see patients doing
something new, parents meeting each other. The
whole staff comes together to support this
program, and then the kids get to take their bikes
home and ride in the community with their friends
and family. It's something they truly wouldn't be
able to do without the BikeFit program.”

Community Power Behind the Pedals
This year's expansion was fueled by:

Ben Ali Shriners' First Lady Aubrey Beecher's
fundraising leadership
Key supporters like Eppie's Great Race
Foundation, Jerome & Wanda Hart Fund, and
Ben Ali Shriners
600+ volunteer hours

“AMBUCS donates half the cost of the bikes, and
the rest of the program is supported by our
donors and volunteers,” said Alan. “Together we
ensure that every child learns how to safely be
independent and gets to be a child when they go
home with their trike.”

With custom adaptive trikes averaging $2,000
each, donor support remains crucial. Plans are
already underway to keep participation high in
2026, ensuring more children can experience this
transformative milestone.

Article published on www. shrinerschildrens.org on the News
and Media Page dated August 7, 2025. 

Click Here for Full Article and Photos

https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/Locations/New-England
https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/Locations/New-England
https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/Pediatric-Care/Physical-Therapy
https://www.shrinersinternational.org/en/Chapters/Ben-Ali-Shriners
https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/news-and-media/news/2025/08/bikefit-2025?utm_source=sfmc&utm_term=&utm_content=267979&utm_id=85de9fe2-ba5a-40f9-ab20-afde7c7bd202&sfmc_activityid=da48e5eb-d25a-4ca4-a957-c1a0369aa3dd&utm_medium=email


DUES
Reminder

FROM THE RECORDER

2025
due now

!

Nobles,

This is a friendly reminder the annual dues
assessment for 2026 will be coming out late in the fall.
If you have not yet paid your 2025 dues, now is the
perfect time to take care of that obligation.

Staying current with your dues helps support the
important work of Aahmes Shrine and ensures your
membership remains in good standing.

Watch for the 2026 dues invoices later this year - and
thank you for your continued dedication and support.

You can check your membership standing by visiting
the online membership tool WebFez. If you haven’t yet
registered to use this site, visit webfez.shrinenet.org
and follow the easy registration instructions. 

Gary Charland, PP
Recorder

Aahmes Shrine Special Relocation Committee

Update
The relocation committee is working diligently on gathering information, developing
plans and talking with professionals. A short membership survey will be emailed
out to the membership before the next stated meeting. The goal of  this survey is to
collect data on current and future needs for the Shrine. The survey will focus on the
needs of  each member, their family, the units, and clubs. Please reach out to me if
you have any questions. 

**There also will be paper surveys available at the next stated meeting for members.

Again, the committee requests your support in keeping rumors to a minimum during this process.
Please refrain from starting or passing along rumors regarding the Shrine's relocation plans. We
understand this is an emotional and challenging time for Aahmes Shrine. Together, we are committed to
making thoughtful, informed decisions for the future.

Our current lease agreement with the Church runs through June 2027. Our goal is to have this entire
process complete in the next 6 to 12 months, allowing us extra time if  needed.

Final Reminder: This committee does not have the authority to make any decisions regarding the
relocation. The membership will always have the final approval.

Brad Rupert, Chief Rabban
Chairman, Relocation Committee





FROM THE
AAHMES ARCHIVES
T he idea of creating a Shrine Temple in the

East Bay took root in 1907, when a group of

Nobles returning from a ceremonial of Islam

Temple in San Francisco decided to pursue

forming a new Temple in Oakland. The

Alameda County Shrine Club was soon

established, led by Frank W. Bilger, and its

membership grew quickly.

In April 1910, after determined efforts by

Bilger, Ben Johnson, and others, a

dispensation was granted to form a new

temple. Following a probationary period, the

charter was issued on July 12, 1911, and

“Aahmes” Temple was born, named after two

Pharaohs whose name means “the moon is

born.” Bilger served as Aahmes’ first

Potentate from 1911 to 1913.

The early years saw Aahmes without a

permanent home, meeting first in Oakland

buildings and later moving to The Wigwam in

1915. By 1920, the Temple purchased the

Defenders Club at 13th and Harrison Streets

for $46,250, remodeling it into a home that

served for over 40 years. The first ceremonial

took place at Oakland’s Dewey Theater,

initiating 75 candidates, and ceremonies were

later held in amusement parks, civic

auditoriums, and cities across California and

Nevada. Beginning in 1953, ceremonials were

even conducted in Europe, where nearly

6,000 candidates were initiated.

Aahmes has been led by 111 Potentates since

its founding, including the most famous, Earl

Warren—District Attorney, California

Governor, and Chief Justice of the U.S.

Supreme Court. Originally covering Alameda

and Contra Costa counties, Aahmes’
jurisdiction expanded over time to include

many Northern California counties, though

some were later transferred to other Temples.

The Temple began with three units—Patrol,

Band, and Chanters—and eventually grew to

17 uniformed units and 25 Shrine Clubs. Its

newsletter, first called the Aahmes Shrine

Courier in the 1950s, became the Aahmes

News in 1958.



In 1960, Aahmes moved into its building on School Street in Oakland, where membership

surged, peaking at 9,400 in 1963. In 1970, Aahmes secured the Oakland Coliseum for the

East-West football game, donating $413,000 from its proceeds to Shriners Hospitals. By 1978,

however, the School Street building was sold, and the Temple relocated to a rental in San

Leandro.

The 1980s brought challenges, with membership declines across the Masonic fraternity.

Seeking stability, Aahmes built its current home in Livermore. Groundbreaking began in 1989,

with construction completed in 1990, and the building was formally dedicated in July 1991.

Though membership had declined to 1,540 by 2012, Aahmes Shrine remains proud of its

legacy. From its beginnings in 1911, through its period of peak growth, to the establishment of

its present home, Aahmes has played an important role in both the East Bay and the wider

Shrine community—carrying forward the work of brotherhood, fellowship, and support for

Shriners Hospitals for Children.

FROM THE
AAHMES ARCHIVES - CONTINUED

THE AAHMES HILLBILLIES

At the June 25th stated meeting, Potentate Leo Bautista and many Nobles dressed as hillbillies,

reviving memories of Aahmes’ own Hillbilly Shrine Club. Did you know that Shrine Temples

across the U.S. and Canada have “Hillbilly Clans,” complete with a “Master Hillbilly Degree”?

Aahmes formed its Hillbilly Clan in 1990 under Potentate Aaron Snyder. According to Aahmes

News, Snyder traded his fez for overalls and a floppy hat at a Hillbilly dance attended by more

than 300 people. That night, 92 Nobles and 92 ladies became charter members of Clan #105

and its Gals Auxiliary. Officers included Cuzzun Hank Hamilton, Keeper of the Cob; Tom

Ledford, Guardian of the Still; and others with colorful titles like Bard, Hat Fitters, and Revenue

Watchers.

By 1991, Hillbilly Clubs existed in 124 Shrine Temples with over 43,000 members who had

donated more than $3 million to Shriners Hospitals. Aahmes received its Hillbilly charter on April

4, 1991, but sadly turned it in by 1997 due to a lack of officers, despite many active members.

The tradition lives on elsewhere—Imperial Potentate Richard Burke himself was initiated into

the Hillbillies in August 2024.

Both Articles Submitted by:
Jim Westfall, Aahmes Historian



Dear Nobles, Families, and Friends of Aahmes Shrine

For decades, Aahmes Shrine has proudly supported the life-
changing care provided by Shriners Children’s Hospital – Northern
California. A critical part of  that support is our Transportation
Fund, which assists families with the cost of  traveling to and from
the hospital so their children can receive the specialized medical
care they need and deserve.

Our Transportation Fund is at a dangerously low level. Without
immediate support, we are unable to continue offering financial
assistance to families who rely on us during one of  the most
challenging times of  their lives.

Imagine being told your child needs specialized care—but you’re
not sure you can afford to get them there. That’s the reality for
some of  the families we serve right now.

Your support can make a real difference! Please consider mailing
a check to the Shrine office at 170 Lindbergh Avenue,
Livermore, CA 94551, and be sure to note “Transportation” in
the memo line. If you’d like to contribute electronically, or need
more information, please call us at (925) 373-4880.

Every gift ensures that no family has to choose between financial
hardship and their child’s medical needs. Together, we can
continue to fulfill our mission of  faith, compassion, and care.

Thank you for your generosity and your commitment to helping
children and families in need.

Leo F. Bautista
Potentate











Projects of the Potentate and First Lady
www.aahmesshriners.org

Donate Today

http://www.aahmesshriners.org/









